THE INDEPENDENT STUDY ASSIGNMENT – GENRE STUDY
GRADE 9 “POWER PACK” ENGLISH
Over the course of the semester, you will choose a novel from one of the following genres and read it.  You must sign up for a novel from a specific genre, and you cannot choose a novel you have already read.   It is recommended that you purchase a copy of your novel, though borrowing it from a library or reading it on an e-reader is acceptable.  Miss Neals also has a limited number of texts to lend.  Remember that it must be a novel, and not a nonfiction book!  If you are having trouble choosing or locating a novel, please let Miss Lazzarin know as soon as possible.  At ANY point during this process, PLEASE ask for help if you need it.  Do not wait until the last minute!
GENRE CHOICES (with some recommended authors):
	SCIENCE FICTION

· Jules Verne

· H.G. Wells

· Isaac Asimov
· Aldous Huxley

FANTASY

· J.R.R. Tolkien

DYSTOPIA
· George Orwell
· Ray Bradbury
	ACTION/ADVENTURE and WAR

· Robert Louis Stevenson

· Rudyard Kipling

· Stephen Crane

· Alexandre Dumas

HORROR/THRILLER

· Bram Stoker

· Mary Shelley


	ROMANCE and RELATIONSHIPS

· Jane Austen

· The Brontë Sisters

· Louisa May Alcott

MYSTERY

· Agatha Christie

· Sir Arthur Conan Doyle




You are responsible for two types of assignments associated with the novel you choose to read:

1. READING CONNECTIONS LOGS:
TWO logs will be submitted. For each log, you will submit FOUR worksheets that will be handed out and discussed in class.  Each worksheet will focus on a particular reading skill or type of connection. 

2. FINAL BOOK REVIEW: 

After both sets of logs are completed, you must write a review of your novel.  Further information and an outline will be provided.  This task is not part of the two sets of worksheets.
Independent Reading Connections Entries:

Journal #1: four worksheets, based on the first half of your novel, due Friday, April 8th. 

Journal #2: four worksheets, based on the entire novel with a focus on the ending, due Friday, May 6th.
Book Review:  A minimum one page review of the novel, due Friday, May 20th 
NOTE: Although these entries are in the form of worksheets, they require a thoughtful response to your text.  DO NOT leave them to the last minute!
Each entry must include:

· The title of the novel and the author

· A date for the entry that you make

· An indication of the page numbers on which the entry is based (e.g. – Pages 100-105)

· quotations from the novel to support your conclusions
· Responses written in COMPLETE SENTENCES
The following are the four types of connections that the worksheets investigate:
1. Text Analysis
· An examination of how parts of your novel are related to each other, about how the references, vocabulary, and other literary devices are working together to express ideas and emotions

2. Text-to-Self

· A personal response to what you are reading

3. Text-to-World

· How does the novel relate to the world around you?

· Are there ideas, themes, events, values in the book that you see around you every day?

· How does the author handle historical events?

· This may involve looking things up (e.g. –references in an encyclopedia or internet research site).  If you have to look something up, make a note of it, and cite your sources properly!  Also, bring this research material to class on the days when we will be writing these entries!

· How does the author’s view of the world relate (or not relate) to your own view of the world?

4. Text-to-Other-Texts

· How does your novel compare with other texts that you have read (or films you have seen, or songs that you have heard, et cetera) in terms of plot, characters, themes, conflicts, et cetera?

· Can you relate this novel to other things that you have read (e.g. – things we are reading in class, for example)?

Each log (four worksheets) will be evaluated using a rubric with the following criteria:

	Knowledge and Understanding of:

· Content of literary work studied
· Understanding of appropriate formatting (MLA)
· Making clear and supported connections
Mark:        /20

Thinking/Inquiry:

· Analyzes text with a high degree of effectiveness and insight

· Demonstrates creative ideas and thoughtful interpretation

· Provides effective and relevant details and text references to support argument

Mark:        /20

Communication:

· Writes complete sentences that communicate meaning clearly and accurately; language is fluent

· Correct use of accurate conventions

· Spelling

· Grammar

· Attention to formal writing conventions

Mark:          /20

Application:

· Effective application of reading and writing strategies (notation, prediction, etc.)

· Effective application of ideas, concepts, and themes

· Makes connections within the text and between the text, other texts, and/or the world

· Sound conclusions are drawn

Mark:            /10


