ESSAY PLANNING SHEET

Canada and World Studies Department

Hopefully the following template will help guide you in building your first History essay! A few simple rules to follow:

· Avoid first person narrative (I think…)

· Avoid contractions (can’t, don’t). Use the full words (cannot, do not)

· Use an appropriate 12 pt. font, double spaced
· Quotes/references do not have to be italicized

· Spell-check is not always right!! Edit (re-read) your work!

INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH

	WORDS OF INTRODUCTION

- a few sentences talking about your essay topic in a general way

- this could be a place to define your terms, discuss issues brought up by your topic, perhaps relate it to the present

- get the reader interested!


	

	THESIS

- the single most important sentence in your essay!

- make sure it is an argument!

- do not put it in the form of a question, it is a statement!
- keep it simple; additional info can be supplied by the elaboration

- make sure it does not just say “This is important to history…”; this declares what you hope to prove


	

	PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT

- a sentence outlining the content of your 3 body paragraphs

- this guides the reader and signals your intention for this essay

- should be in order! (e.g. – the first point mentioned in the plan should be the topic of the first paragraph, the second point the second paragraph, and so on)


	


BODY PARAGRAPH #1 – should be your second-strongest set of arguments

	TOPIC SENTENCE

- a simple sentence stating what your paragraph will be about

- like your essay’s thesis, keep it simple


	

	ELABORATION

- a sentence expanding in some way on your topic sentence

- this sentence will be used as a “mini-plan of development” for the paragraph and outline their three points 


	

	EXAMPLE #1

- this sentence must contain a reference which helps prove your argument for this paragraph
- the reference may be blended into your sentence

- example #1 is usually your second-best proof


	

	ANALYSIS #1

- this group of sentences explains how the first reference proves the thesis

- this group of sentences analyzes the relevance of the first reference

	

	EXAMPLE #2

- this sentence must contain a reference which helps prove your argument for this paragraph

- the reference may be blended into your sentence

- example #2 is usually your third-best proof


	

	ANALYSIS #2

- this group of sentences explains how the second reference proves the thesis

- this group of sentences analyzes the relevance of the second reference

	

	EXAMPLE #3

- this sentence must contain a reference which helps prove your argument for this paragraph

- the reference may be blended into your sentence

- example #3 is usually your best proof


	

	ANALYSIS #3

- this group of sentences explains how the third reference proves the thesis

- this group of sentence analyzes the relevance of the third reference
	

	CONCLUDING SENTENCE

- this sentence wraps up the paragraph

- often a simple re-wording of the topic sentence

- lead into the next body paragraph (transition)
	


BODY PARAGRAPH #2 – should be your third-strongest set of arguments

	TOPIC SENTENCE

- a simple sentence stating what your paragraph will be about

- like your essay’s thesis, keep it simple

	

	ELABORATION

- a sentence expanding in some way on your topic sentence

- this sentence will be used as a “mini-plan of development” for the paragraph and outline their three points

	

	EXAMPLE #1

- this sentence must contain a reference which helps prove your argument for this paragraph

- the reference may be blended into your sentence

- example #1 is usually your second-best proof


	

	ANALYSIS #1

- this group of sentences explains how the first reference proves the thesis

- this group of sentences analyzes the relevance of the first reference

	

	EXAMPLE #2

- this sentence must contain a reference which helps prove your argument for this paragraph

- the reference may be blended into your sentence

- example #2 is usually your third-best proof


	

	ANALYSIS #2

- this group of sentences explains how the second reference proves the thesis

- this group of sentences analyzes the relevance of the second reference

	

	EXAMPLE #3

- this sentence must contain a reference which helps prove your argument for this paragraph

- the reference may be blended into your sentence

- example #3 is usually your best proof


	

	ANALYSIS #3

- this group of sentences explains how the third reference proves the thesis

- this group of sentences analyzes the relevance of the third reference
	

	CONCLUDING SENTENCE

- this sentence wraps up the paragraph

- often a simple re-wording of the topic sentence

- lead into the next body paragraph (transition)
	


BODY PARAGRAPH #3 – should be your strongest set of arguments

	TOPIC SENTENCE

- a simple sentence stating what your paragraph will be about

- like your essay’s thesis, keep it simple

	

	ELABORATION

- a sentence expanding in some way on your topic sentence

- this sentence will be used as a “mini-plan of development” for the paragraph and outline their three points

	

	EXAMPLE #1

- this sentence must contain a reference which helps prove your argument for this paragraph

- the reference may be blended into your sentence

- example #1 is usually your second-best proof


	

	ANALYSIS #1

- this group of sentences explains how the first reference proves the thesis

- this group of sentences analyzes the relevance of the first reference

	

	EXAMPLE #2

- this sentence must contain a reference which helps prove your argument for this paragraph

- the reference may be blended into your sentence

- example #2 is usually your third-best proof


	

	ANALYSIS #2

- this group of sentences explains how the second reference proves the thesis

- this group of sentences analyzes the relevance of the second reference

	

	EXAMPLE #3

- this sentence must contain a reference which helps prove your argument for this paragraph

- the reference may be blended into your sentence

- example #3 is usually your best proof


	

	ANALYSIS #3

- this group of sentences explains how the third quotation proves the thesis

- this group of sentences analyzes the relevance of the third reference
	

	CONCLUDING SENTENCE

- this sentence wraps up the paragraph

- often a simple re-wording of the topic sentence

- lead into the next body paragraph (transition)
	


CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH

	THESIS RESTATED

- a rewrite of your thesis statement from your introductory paragraph

- do not rewrite the same words or copy and paste!
	

	EXAMPLES SUMMARIZED

- a rewrite of your plan of development from your introductory paragraph

- often includes a bit more detail from your body paragraphs than your plan of development did

- do not add any new information!
	

	WORDS OF CONCLUSION

- a few sentences that tie up your thesis nicely

- leave the reader with something to think about after proving your argument!
	


