A Tribute o tne HALIFAX FIRE DEPARTMENT
5th, Annlversaryof the HALIFAX EXPLOSION
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Y B Fivc atarm No.

_M! 83, which was
located at the
corner of Roome St. and Campbell Road
(which later became Barringron St. and
ran through the community of Africville),
was rong in, alerting all other fire stations
in the Halifax Peninsula. By now, the
Mont Blanc had drifted up against pier 6
setting it ablaze.

The ship, in flames, was the “Mant
Blanc” which, moments before, had been
in collision with the Belgian Relief Ship
“Ime” in the narrows of Halifax Harbour,

On a telephone, similar to this,
Campbell Road shop-keeper,
CONSTANT UPHAM, called the
Halifax Fire Deparement to report
a ship fire. He could see the blaze
directly across the street from his
store, Other citizens in the area
rang a warning bell in a nearby fire
hall tower.

The call from M
the West Strect L

Ipham was reccived at
gne House sometime

L
after 845 on the moming of
December 6, 1917,

The crew of the 67 h.p.
1913 “Patricia”, the first ==
motorized pumper (750 1
Egpm) in Canada, which
had been buile by

Following closely behind “The
Patricia™ was Fire Chicf
Edward Condon along with his
deputy, William Brune, in their
45 h.p. 1911 McLaughlin

Americian LaFrance B CHIEF DEPUTY
4 . roadster which had cost
Fire Engine Co. in s EDWARLD WILLIAM
g $1475.00. The CONDON  BRUNT

Toronto, was quickly
mustered to make the
firse run of the day. Tt
raced from Station 2 ——
manned by & firemen,
They camed from $17
to $20 weekly, Their
firc-fighting outfits
consisted of nothing
more than a sou'wester,
rain coat and rubber
boots with none of the

chicl carned
$37.50 per week,
the deputy $29.00.

The Crew of ‘“’The Patricia” consisted of:

Halifax boasted 8 firc stations: Stn. 1
5

Bruns: Stn.2 West St., Stn.3
Morris St., Stn.4 Bedford Row, Stn.5
Quinpool Rd., 5tn.6 Spring Garden
Rd., Stn.7 Isleville St., Stn.8 Gralton
St.. [n all a total complement of 122,
36 permanent and 86 part paid, 13

Capenin Maltus l'

eret 6E ApparES (Bah pnk was present day protection, \L\'?Ilrlll"/]x’u |105I’MAN ||02I&(1.2N DBE:F\-LER was filling in for a Claude Wellz, the
motorized) and about 30 horses, BRODERICK LEAHY \\"Fi.L.& anan who was chief 's n:;:lln driver,

feeling ill. was oi1 2 day off,

As “The Patricia™ reached
Pier 6, the crew was ordered
toroll outthe hose lines. A
fire hydrant was nearby. The
chief and deputy had arrived
on the scene and the hose
wagon was now in sight, But
forall of them, it would be too
late. None of them, nor the
hundreds of spectators who
had gathered on this bright, J
sunny winter's mormn, knew B
the fiery ship was carrying a
cargo of instant death,

TMOTOR WO 12 'P;-".I)_
“PATRICIA™

hose wagon had been 5
hung from the ceiling, dropped onto the horse
who was then hooked up to the wagon. The
horses lived in stalls in the fire station, It
galloped from the station to join the others at
rhe fire site.

Ar “ground zero”, the final
seconds before %05 a.m. were
ticking,..ticking...tic...

HOSEMAN
[OHN
DUGGAN

" Driver Billy Wells was blown from
. the vehicle; much of his clothing had
/f simply vaporized. His bruised,

b bloody battered body I:w covcro(l in

The whole world seemed 1o split as
fire and smoke spewed into the
heavens...bedies and debris flew
helter skelter. The chicf s car flew
through the air, though it had been
a child's toy, landing upside down,
wotally wrecked, Both the chief and
deputy were killed. Four firemen
from “The Pa were killed
instantly, another died on
December 31" from injuries he had
sustained. The hose wagon driver
was killed, his body never
recovered. His horse was alw -f
killed...his collar found e
some two miles away, /

As if that had not been enough
punishment for one day, he was
carried by a tidal wave, ending some
distance away, rendering him
uncenscious. After that, he still
managed to find safe refuge for two
children. He miraculously survived
his erdeal, spent 5 months in the
hospital then wenr back to waork. He
died in 1971,

Much of north-end

Halifax lay in Other fire-fighters had amived at the pressure was weak and the systems
shambles... - e & chaotic scene, with a varicty of old. As well as factories and other
unbelicvable devastation... mind-boggling visions apparatus, and immediately hooked up buildings, houses were flattened.
of death... sights no eyes were meant to hehold. their hoses to hydrants, The water

Many cellars were stocked with coal for
the winter months, Coal-filled stoves
overtumed and wooden houses were
ablaze. The liremen’s task: stop the

While the city trembled, another horse-drawn hose wagon,
from Station No. 1, was racing along Brunswick Street to the
disaster scene. Black rain, of unconsumed carbon from the
Mont Blane, fell from the dirty sky, The street and houses

Buildings collapsed like kindling wood. Schoaols,
churchcs.  orphanages received no special

from this kable fury.
Hundreds of children were killed as bui

ings,

were being pelted with shrapnel, a picce of which struck the !Il’}%lli‘h;‘m which should have been safe havens, instead fires from spreading to other parts of
driver. He died ar the scene. SPRUIN, 81, crumbled about them. Then there were the fires. the city. The winds, from the south,

were variable which was a blessing,

I'llc firemen and volunteers pushed
Ives beyond all exp

‘They were wet, cold, direy and hungry.

But duty called and they responded.

On December 6, 1992, 75 years after
the Halifax Explosion, the Halifax Fire

erceted a nt in
front of the present Station 4, at the
corer of Lady Hammond Road and
Robie Strect, to honor their members
whao died while attempting to fight the
b firc on the Mom Blane. Heroes all,

By 4 p.m., the fires were under control.
12 hours later they were out except for a
. few isolated areas. The debris continued
o smolder for a number of days.
Mopping up the next day presente
. own challenges since the city was bel L
pounded by a severe blizzard. x
Extensively damaged, "I he P was sent back to the
makers for repairs costing $6,000. They took £1,500 off the bill
and asked that it be placed in a fund for the firemen’s families.

SQEEC/A{_.WAAIKS
iher, Fotmer nscanlsr of the

¢ Department. This paoject

ave ety possilale witliout liis
larmi, |)\ i i @ coldocior of fire

From its beginning in 1754,
five years after the founding
of Halifax, until present day,

The families of the firemen who were killed received 51,000
from the city except one who received $500. As well, the city
bought another pumper which arrived only days after the
explosion and the chief 's car was repliced as well.

the Halifax Fire Department
still hasn’t seen anything
like December 6, 1917...
the day Halifax faced its
own mortality.
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