CLU3M Course Culminating – Research Position Paper (…it’s an essay)
PURPOSE:

The purpose of this task is to develop your critical thinking skills, to develop your knowledge of Law and to develop your ability to write a clear, concise, scholarly yet impassioned paper based on solid research. It should show significant thought, care, and review. 

THE ASSIGNMENT:

Please submit a typed, properly documented argumentative research paper. In order to help facilitate the assignment and in regards to timing issues, the research has been done for you. Use the sources on the class website! (If you haven’t been paying attention all year, it’s www.nealsclassroom.weebly.com)
QUESTIONS (choose only ONE):

1. Should the Canadian government reinstate the death penalty?

OR

2. Should the Canadian government legalize, decriminalize, or prohibit prostitution? (You must choose only one of these! No fence-sitters here)
GUIDELINES

The paper must be typed, and follow proper essay format:

a. Your paper must have a decisive thesis. 

b. Your paper must have 6 paragraphs (see attached template)
c. Your second paragraph must provide information on the alternative views to your position you will try to prove.

d. Your paper must have a title page in the appropriate style. 
e. *You must use a minimum of 4 sources from the ones provided. You are allowed a maximum of 2 sources of your own if you show them to ME first. 
f. Your paper must have a bibliography listing the research provided to you in alphabetical order in proper APA style, - use easybib!!! 
g. Each body paragraph must have a minimum of 2 supporting facts, quotes, or information form the research provided. 

h. Your paper must be typed in Times New Roman, double spaced, font 12. Do NOT manipulate margins, fonts, or devices such as the use of BOLD lettering.

Remember, you are trying to convince the reader… me… to believe what you do! Pick your supportive research information carefully.

PLAGIARISM/ Academic Dishonesty:

This is a serious academic offence. If you are not sure about what constitutes plagiarism, please see me. Please do not hand in your essay without making sure you have quotes, figures, facts, or ideas that are not yours cited properly. Plagiarism will result in a mark of zero. Remember, if it’s not your idea, it belongs to somebody else…just like if it’s not your car, it belongs to somebody else… Don’t steal…especially in Law class!!!

CLU3M Essay Template

Introduction

· Context- provide background information to help the reader.
· Clearly stated argument (thesis statement).
· A discussion that indicates the plan to prove your argument- three key points to prove the stand that you have taken.
Recognition of an opposing viewpoint

· Share with the reader that you are aware that there is another opposing viewpoint than the one you plan to state.
· Provide three or four key points on the other side of the issue.
· Use the expression “supporters of this….”

· Finish this paragraph by referring back to your thesis, restating your opinion. 

Proof (body) paragraph #1

· The first argument that will back up the first reason listed in your introductory paragraph.
· Three supporting pieces of evidence are required in each body paragraph.
· This means three pieces of evidence to support the first reason for your thesis.
· Refer back to your thesis by the end of the paragraph.
Proof (body) paragraph #2

Proof (body) paragraph #3
Conclusion

· Restate the key points made in your introduction and throughout your essay.
· No new information should be introduced.
· Needs to be impactful, it is the last thing that will be read and likely remembered.
