ENG 4U - The Bell Jar Questions Ch. 3-6
Chapter Three

1.) With what is the reader provided for the first time in chapter three?  How is it revealed?  Why do you think 

     Sylvia Plath waited until the third chapter to share this with the reader?  Do you think there is any significance with the way it is revealed?  If so, what is it?  
2.) What seems to be Esther’s focus in chapter three?  Please explain your answer.

3.) Does Esther have any role models?

4.) What role does Jay Cee serve for Esther?
Chapter Four
5.) As in chapter two, Plath provides another image of cleansing in chapter four, a baptism into pureness.  This 
     is a purgation that leaves Esther feeling holy and ready for a new life.  How does Plath provide this 

     symbolism in chapter four?

6.) This purgation is followed by a sign.  What do you think the sign is and for what do you think it is a sign?

7.) The gift of the prize to go to New York ends up being a “poisoning.”  How?
Chapter Five
8.) With what is the reader provided for the first time in chapter five?  Why do you think Plath waited until the fifth chapter to share this with the reader, especially since part of it was revealed in chapter three?

9.) Esther’s romance with Buddy Willard is anything but thrilling.  Out of what does Esther’s main interest in 

     Buddy seem to come?  How does Buddy’s interest in her make Esther view herself?
10.) What quality does Esther seem to be aware of in Buddy but not herself?

11.) How do the other women in Esther’s dorm measure their own worth?  How is acquiring Buddy Willard 

       useful to Esther in this respect? 
12.) What kind of person is Buddy?  When does he decide he is interested in Esther?

Chapter Six
13.) During Esther’s time, the sexual life of young women and men was carefully monitored, especially that of 

       women.  How is Esther a critic of her society, while, at the same time, not totally outside its viewpoint? 

14.) Why is Esther horrified when Buddy tells her about his sexual experiences?

15.) What one good effect does Buddy’s TB hold for Esther?
